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Introduction to ethical purchasing – Christian context

Some ideas/ themes include:

· Justice - our global neighbors

· Connection - all creation sacred 

· Identity - being and having - give to Caesar

· Contentment and sufficiency - more or better

· Conformed or transformed - agents of change

· What would Jesus buy? 

Why are we here today?

· There's a Story behind our stuff – wider impact – real cost

As Christians:

Justice 

· called to Love our neighbors – their fingerprints are on everything

· World agriculture produces 17 percent more calories per person today than it did 30 years ago, despite a 70 percent population increase. This is enough to provide everyone in the world with at least 2,720 kilocalories (kcal) per person per day.  

· Despite this, the number of undernourished people is estimated to be over 850 million, most living on less than $1 per day.  A child dies each 5 secs.  A principal problem is that many people in the world do not have sufficient land to grow, or income to purchase, enough food.  

· Does our present global food system encourage or help alleviate poverty and malnutrition?

Connection

· All creation valued – sacred - parts of the body (1 Cor)

· we need the earth – damage it, damage us. Part of the earth. Breathe 3 mins.

· We tread heavily upon the earth. An illusion is maintained that the things which we consume and that keep us alive have no relationship to the environment around us. The rest of life is seen as peripheral to our existence, rather than central.

About us too 

· Then Jesus said to them, "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's and to God what is God's." And they were amazed at him. - Matthew 22:21.

· who shapes our identity?

· “No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth. - Luke 16:13”

· two masters – very much a battle – advertising taps into our desire for acceptance, identity

· “The Parable of the Rich Fool (Luke 12:13-21) - no-one’s life is based on the abundance of possessions. Jesus draws a sharp distinction between life and possessions, between being and having. The man is rich because he has a lot of possessions but he’s a fool because he assumes that those possessions will secure his life. And life cannot be secured by possessions.

Contentment

· The market economy flourishes in an environment where 'wanting' is a more powerful force than 'having' — 'contentment' is the enemy of the market.

· It is the very gifts of God’s call upon our lives — the call to identity, community and meaning — that we see mimicked and going cheap in the consumer marketplace: “Yours for the purchasing, on the easiest of terms, and with no talk of sacrifice, suffering or self-denial.”

· There is perhaps nothing more counter-cultural, nor more difficult, than the defiant expression of contentment: ‘I have enough; I don’t need anything more.’ “If we’re already satisfied, amazed, delighted and fully engaged with life, how can anyone sell us something we don’t need?”

· “Since Australians’ real income per person has risen by more than half in the past 20 years, you’d expect most of us would finally have attained that goal, However, almost two-thirds of Australians believe that they can’t afford to buy everything they really need.”

· "There are two ways to get enough. One is to continue to accumulate more and more. The other is to desire less." G.K. Chesterton

Called to live differently

·  called to be agents of change – better world – active not passive – more than voyeurs

· “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” - Romans 12:2 ESV

· we are part of wider systems that oppress (egypt, babylon)

· The Christian tradition is rich in values, beliefs, narratives, symbols and practices that emphasise simple living, social justice and care of the earth.

· Notions of contentment and sufficiency (Do not worry, Matthew 6:19-34, for example) and of redistribution of wealth to the vulnerable (prompted by, for example, Mark 10:17-31) have been lived out in Christian communities through the ages.

You are not your culture...

· "... the measure of a civilization's growth is not to be found in the conquest of other people or in the possession of land. Rather, true growth is the ability of a society to transfer increasing amounts of energy and attention from the material side of life to the non-material side and thereby to advance its culture, capacity for compassion, sense of community and strength of democracy. We are now being pushed by necessity to discover freshly the meaning of 'true growth' by progressively simplifying the material side of our lives and enriching the non-material side." - Duane Elgin, Voluntary simplicity

Follow Jesus. 

· What would Jesus  buy?( .. if anything?)

“small things have such massive consequences that I am tempted to think that there are no small things” 
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